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C-47 “Hairless Joe” A WWII Airplane You Can Fly In 

Don’t go out… Go up! 

The Michigan Flight Museum invites the public to experience history from the sky aboard the 
WWII transport airplane C-47 “Hairless Joe.” Based in Belleville, MI, this beautifully restored 
aircraft offers Air Adventure airplane rides that turn an ordinary day into something 
unforgettable. 

This isn’t a static display or a simulator you’ll actually fly in a real, World War II airplane that 
once carried paratroopers and supplies across the globe. 

 

Escape the Ordinary with a C-47 Air Adventure  

Why stick with the same weekend routine when you can take to the skies? 

A C-47 Air Adventure ride is a scenic airplane ride that lets passengers experience flight the way 
crews once did by moving through the cabin, taking photos, and enjoying views you can’t get 
anywhere else. 

What to Expect 

• The Experience: A 30-minute adventure with approximately 15 minutes of flight time 
• In-Flight Access: Once airborne, passengers may move around the cabin to photograph 

the landscape, cockpit, and original paratrooper static line 
• The Cost: $185 per person a unique gift idea for birthdays, graduations, or honoring a 

veteran 
• Learn more & book: https://miflightmuseum.org/ 

 

A Legendary Aircraft Built to Do It All 

Developed from the DC-3 airliner, the C-47 became one of the most important and dependable 
airplanes of World War II. Its strength, reliability, and versatility kept it flying not only during 
WWII, but through later conflicts and humanitarian missions for decades. 

https://miflightmuseum.org/


 

 

From transporting people and cargo to supporting airborne operations and medical 
evacuations, the C-47 earned a reputation as one of the most trusted aircraft ever built and 
today, it still flies. 

 

A Flying Link to Global History 

“Hairless Joe” is painted in the markings of the 1st Air Commando Group, honoring crews who 
flew demanding supply missions in the China-Burma-India Theater (CBI). When traditional 
supply routes were cut off, these aircraft delivered critical supplies over the Himalayas on a 
route known as “the Hump.” 

The aircraft is named in honor of Lt. Col. Dick Cole, co-pilot to Jimmy Doolittle during the 1942 
Tokyo Raid and later a C-47 pilot on special missions in the CBI Theater. 

Today, passengers don’t just learn this history…they fly in it. 

 
About Michigan Flight Museum: Established in 1981 the Michigan Flight Museum is a non-profit 501 (c) (3) 
organization.  The Michigan Flight Museum dedicates itself to educating individuals through the history of 
American aeronautics, aerospace industry and its associated technologies while inspiring generations through 
personal experiences to instill pride in our national accomplishments. Michigan Flight Museum, located at 47884 D 
Street, Belleville, Michigan on the grounds of historic Willow Run Airport. Visit  https://miflightmuseum.org/ to 
discover more or call 734-483-4030. 
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